-i^ 


■'6UT  TMOUOn  WE   OB  AN  ANGEL   FROM  HEAVEN, PREACH   ANY 
PTHEB   GOSPEL   UNTO    YOU     THAN    THAT   WHICH    WE 

HAVE  PBEACMED  UNTO  YOU,  LET  HIM  BEACOJRiED  JW/f^^^ 


"^G^^?5X- 


VoL.  2. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Saturday,  January  20,  1900. 
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THE  HERO'»«  RKWARD. 


praise 


By  Eliza   It.   Snow. 
Well  ma.y  the  fire  of  glory  blaze 

Upon  the  warrior's  tread, 
And   nations    twine   a   wreath    of 

Around  the  hero's  laead. 
His  path  is  honor,  and  his  name 
Is  written  on  the  spire  of  fame. 

His  deeds  are  deeds  of  courage,  for 

He  treads  on  gory  ground. 
Amid  the  pride  and  pomp  of  war, 

When   carnage   sweeps   around: 
With    sword    unsheath  d    he    stands    before 
The  foe,  amid  the  cannon's  roar. 

If  such,   the  meed   the  warrior's  gains— 

If  such,  the  palm  he  bears— 
If  such   insignia   he  obtains— 

If  such  the  crown  he  wears: 
If  laurels  thus   his  head   entwine 
And   stars   of   triumph    round    him   shine: 

How  noble  must  be  his  reward. 
Who,   midst  the  crafts  of  men, 

Clad  in  tlic  armor  of  the  Lord, 
Goes  forth  to  battle  when 

The   angry   pow'rs   of   darkness    rage. 

And  men  and  devils  \varfare  wage. 

Who  goes  tradition's   charm   to   hind. 

That  reason  may  go  free— 
And  liberate  the  human  mind 

From  cleric  tyranny — 
To  sever  superstition's   rod. 
And  propagate  the  truth  of  God. 

Who   wars   with   pre.iudice,    to   break 

Asunder  error's  chain: 
And  make  the  sand.v  pillars  shake 

Where  human  dogmas  reign; 
Who  dares  to  be  a  man  of  God 
And   bear  the  spirit's   sword   abroad. 

M'ho  with  his  latest  dying  breath 

Bears  witness  to  the  truth— 
"Who    fearless    meets    the     monster     death, 

To  gain  immortal  youth : 
And  enters  on  a  higlier  sphere, 
Without  a  shudder  or  a  fear. 

Above  all  earthly,   his  shall  be 

An  everlasting  fame: 
The  archives  of  eternity 

Will  register  his  name — 
With  gems  of  endless  honor  rife. 
His  crown  will  be  Eternal  Life. 


OUR  CONFERENCE  PRESIDENTS. 


.John  M.  Haws,  President  of  the  Nortli 
Carolina  Conference,  was  born  March 
24th,  1S4T,  in  Illinois.  His  father  was 
of  Kentucky  birth  and  his  mother  first 
saw  the  light  in  .North  Carolina.  His 
father  settled  in  Illinois  in  1820,  where 
he  resided  until  1847.  In  1846  Haws. 
Sr.,  joined  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  lyatter-day  Saints  and  soon  afterward 
started  for  the  Rocky  Mountains,  where 
he  arrived  in  1.S49.  The  family  settled 
on  the  Provo  river,  and  were  the  victims 
of  many  Indian  depredations  and  raids. 


Those  familiar  with  the  early  history 
of  the  Chuch  know  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  that  time.  Brother  Haws  un- 
derwent them  manfully  and  returned 
"over  the  i)lains"  to  assist  a  company  of 
Saints.  These  brief  points  suggest  how 
Brother  Haws  was  "made  up."  His 
sterling  worth,  excellent  habits  and  per- 
severing efforts  are  outcroppings  of  his 
early  life. 

Brother  Haws  has  filled  several  of- 
fices of  public  trust  with  signal  credit. 

At  present  he  is  engaged  in  farming  on 
a  large  scale. 


ELDER    JOHN"    M.    HAWS. 
President   North    Carolina   Conference. 

,1an.  23,  1899,  he  arrived  at  Chatta- 
nooga, where  he  had  come  in  response  to 
a  call  to  fill  a  mission.  He  was  assigned 
to  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

.Time  1,  1899.  he  was  appointed  coun- 
sellor to  President  Lewis  Swensen,  and 
filled  this  position  with  honor.  Dec.  7, 
1.S99,  when  President  Swensen  was  re- 
leased. Elder  Haws  was  called  to  pre- 
side over  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence. AVith  such  a  man  at  the  head,  we 
feel  assured  that  the  high  standard  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  will  be 
maintained. 


Money  for  Foreign  Missions. 

Churches  of  this  country  send  abroad 
annually,  to  support  and  extend  missions, 
about  .•<!.->.0t)iJ,0(J0.  Churches  in  Great 
Britain  send  about  $7,000,000,  and  tho.so 
of  the  continent  of  Europe,  of  Canada 
and  Australia,  about  .$3,000,000,  or  a 
total  of  .fl.^.OtHXOOO  a  year  to  make  in- 
roads on  heathendom.  It  is  those  who 
perform  the  work,  those  who  manage  it 
and  those  who  give  ttis  vast  sum  of 
money  who  are  to  hold  the  conference 
next  April.  This  conference  is  not  only 
to  give  a  survey  of  the  field,  and  try 
to  increase  enthusiasm  for  missions,  but 
it  is  to  undertake  to  find  solutions  for 
some  very  important  problems.  These 
Iiroblems  are:  ((1)  How  far  secular  edu- 
cation ought  to  be  done  by  missionaries 
supported  by  money  of  the  churches; 
(i2l  self-support  of  missions,  to  the  end 
that  propagation  may  go  on  elsewhere, 
and  a  particular  work  be  not  a  never- 
ending  drain  upon  home  sources  of  stip- 
ply;  (3)  comity  in  missions. 

The  argument  is  put  forth  that  the  mis- 
sion fields,  as  lately  developed,  and  espe- 
cially as  coming  forward  in  new  terri- 
torial possessions,  are  likel.v  to  accom- 
plish much  for  churches  at  home  in  the 
battering  down  of  sectarian  prejudices. 
Alri'ady  the  comit.v  arrangement  devised 
for  Puerto  Rico  has  had  a  good  reflex 
influence  at  home.  Churches  are  looking 
forward  to  the  end  of  the  British-Boer 
war  in  South  Africa,  and  saying  that  re- 
ligion on  the  heels  of  war  in  that  vast 
continent  will  make  of  .\frica  a  second 
Europe  and  North  America.  And  the 
pointof  theargument  beingmadenow  by 
Christian  leaders  here,  is  that  the  great- 
est benefit  growing  out  of  the  labor  of 
changing  Africa  from  a  savage  to  a 
Christian  continent  will  be,  not  to  Afri- 
ca, but  to  Europe  and  America,  on  the 
theory  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive,  and  the  greater  benefit 
is  generally  to  the  giver.  Interest  in  this 
forthcoming  ecumenical  conference 
steadily  grows. 


There  is  (me  virtue,  attribute,  or  prin- 
ciple, which,  if  cherished  and  practiced 
by  the  Saints,  would  prove  salvation 
to  thousands  upon  thousands.  I  alluile 
to  cliarity.  or  love,  from  which  proceed 
forgiveness,  long  sufi^ering.  kindness,  and 
patience. — Brighara  Young. 
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Sketch  of  the  Life  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 


BY   AI'OSI'I.K  M.  11".  (OWLKY. 


Ccillllllllril     Iriilri     |iMKi' 


51. 


('HiiroiiHiii;;  lo  Uovelatioiis  iilruady  giv 
c'li  .Idscph  llic  l'i-()]>hrt,  ;icc<iiiili:iiii(fl  by 
scvcriil  ijf  Ihc  lircllu-cM.  U'l'l  Kii-Uiiiid, 
.liiiic  I'.Hh,  Itv!!,  cm  his  lii'st  visil  to  Mis- 
sciiii-i.  He  roiii'lu'il  liKlcpi'iKlcMcf,  Mo., 
.Inly  l.Mh,  iiioctintx  the  lOldcis  who  h;ul 
]iiTriMl('(l  him.  Soon  nUrf  .losoph's  iir- 
rivMl  ;it  IniU'po.li(h'iU'o  the  hx'iilioii  of  tlh' 
I'ity  of  Zioii  \v;is  niiuh'  liiiowii  lo  liiiii  by 
Itr'vobition.  Ucfoic  his  return  to  Kirt- 
hmil  ill  AiiKiist  IS.'il,  the  foiitulation  ol 
the  new  city  o(  Zioii  had  been  laid  and 
the  si.uht  lU'dicati'd  fov  a  Tcniplo  of  tlu' 
Lord,  and  a  mighty  stroani  of  I'Miignition 
stai'Icd  to  tlio  prac'lioally  nucxplored  re- 
;;ions  of  the  west. 

Soon  aftoi-  his  return  to  Kirtland,  the 
Prophet  .Toseph  and  Sidney  Rigdon  re- 
tired to  thi>  (inief  town  of  Hiram,  Tort- 
afxe  eountv,  O.,  where  they  ensaged  in 
translating  the  Bible.  Besides  this  im- 
portant labor  the  Prophet  was  active  in 
the  ministry.  He  attended  several  con- 
ferences and  was  biisy  preaching  the 
Gospel  in  public  and  in  private.  Mean- 
time persecution  did  not  abate,  but  was 
in  active  operation  both  in  Missouri  and 
Ohio.  March  2.''(th,  1S32,  .Tos<'ph  Smith 
and  Sidney  Rigdon  were  taken  by  a  mob 
and  treated  in  a  most  brutal  manner.  The 
former  Avas  stripped,  covered  with  tar 
and  cruelly  beaten,  and  an  attempt  made 
to  force  a'  bottle  of  anuafortis  down  his 
throat.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  next 
day  found  the  Prophet  declaring  the  Gos- 
pel to  a  public  congregation.  Sidney, 
however,  was  delirio\is  for  several  days, 
as  a  result  of  the  violent  treatment  re- 
(■I'ived  at  the  hands  of  the  mob. 

In  April,  18S2,  .roseph  paid  a  second 
visit  to  Missouri  and  was  greatly  pained 
to  learn  of  the  insults  and  injuries  being 
heaped  upon  the  Saints,  as  hostilities  had 
alrcadv  begun  of  such  intensity  and  bit- 
terness, as  to  soon  res\dt  in  the.ir  com- 
plete expulsion  from  .Tackson  county.  Af 
ter  administering  words  of  comfort  and 
instructing  the  Saints,  .Joseph  returned  to 
Kirtland   in   .Tune. 

Nov.  :!,  1S;?2,  the  Prophet's  oldest  son, 
.Toseph,   was  born. 

Dec.  2.')tb.  ],S.'?2.  .Toseph  Smith  received 
the  Revelation  on  war,  pointing  out  the 
great  rebellion,  which  occurred  twenty- 
eight  vears  later.  During  the  winter  of 
lS"2-3  .Toseph,  by  inspiration  organized 
what  is  known  as  the  school  of  th^v 
Prophets,  in  which  the  T^lders  of  the 
Church  are  instructed  and  edified  in  the 
things  of  God. 

T'ebrnary  2.  l.S:?.'!,  the  Prophet  com- 
pleted the  translation  of  the  New  Testa- 
inent. 

.Tuly  23rd,  1833,  under  commandmcnr 
from  the  T;ord,  the  Pronhet  and  his  as- 
sociates laid  the  foundation  corner  st(mi>s 
of  a  Temple  of  the  Lord,  the  first  in  this 
Disoensation. 

March  IS.  1S:!o,  the  presidi'iicy  of  the 
Church  was  first  organized  in  this  gener- 
ation, consisting  of  .Toseph  Smith,  pres- 
ident, Sidnev  Rigdon,  first  counselor,  and 
T^ri'derii'k  G.  AVilliiinis.  second  counselor. 
On  T'eb.  17,  1S34.  the  High  Council 
was  organized  by  the  Prophet.  It  con- 
sisted of  twelve  Hiirh  Priests,  presided 
over  by  the  Presidency  of  the  High 
Priesthood.  This  High  Council  of  the 
Church  is  a  pattern  of  all  High  Coun- 
cils in  the  Church,  one  of  wliich  exists 
in  every  Stake  of  Zioii.  presided  over  Viy 
the  Pi-esidencv  of  the  Stake.  :May  5th, 
1,S:',4.  .loseph  Smith,  with  TOO  men,  start- 
ed for  Missouri.  Their  number  was  in- 
crensed  on  the  way  to  20.5.  Tliis  body  of 
men  is  known  in  history  as  Zion's 
Camp.  They  were  called  by  revelation. 
The  purpose  in  their  mission  was  to 
carrv  supplies  and  comfort  to  the  grief- 
stricken,  mob-ridden  Saints  in  Missouri, 
and  if  possible  influence  the  Governor  to 
restore  and  protect  them  in  tlieir  rights 


in  the  enjoyment  of  their  hard-csirned 
lanns  and  homes.  lOn  route  "Zion's 
Camp"  encounlered  many  hardshiiis,  and 
some  of  the  biM'lliren,  like  Israel  of  old, 
munnured  against  the  Prophet  of  Ihe 
Lord.  .loseidi  reprovi'd  Ihem  for  their 
evil  ((jiiducl,  and  proplii'sicd  I  hat  a 
scourge  would  come  upon  the  camp.  .lune 
22,  1,s;U,  choh'ra  brcdie  out  in  the  camp; 
sixty-eight  were  attacked,  thirteen  died. 
This  was  the  word  of  the  Loril  through 
.losiiih  literally  fnllilled.  Arriving  in 
.Missouri,  they  organizeil  a  Stake,  and  re- 
lumed to  Kirlland  .Inly  !)lh,  l.Sy-i. 

Ill  LS:;.")  .loseph,  who  had  a  strong  de- 
sire tor  education,  cslablislied  a  school 
in  Kirtland  and  engaged  I'rof.  Leixas  to 
conduct  a  class  in  Greek.  Though  Jo- 
seph, like  the  ancient  I'rophets  and 
Apostles,  was  unlearned  when  first 
called,  at  the  age  of  thirty  he  had  ac- 
quired a  marked  proficiency  in  language, 
philosophy  and  statesmanship.  This  de- 
sire for  educati(ui  and  great  efforts  to 
promote  the  same  have  characterized  the 
authorities  of  the  Church  from  that  day 
until  the  present  time. 

In  l.SSo  the  Prophet,  having  purchased 
a  number  of  Egyptian  mummies,  brought 
from  the  catacombs  of  Egypt,  translated 
from  papyrus  the  Book  of  Abraham, 
in  which  the  mummies  were  wrapped. 
This  book  contains  many  choice  items  of 
wisdom  and  knowledge  written  by  the 
Patriarch  Abraham  while  in  Egypt,  by 
the  spirit  of  revelation  from  the  Lord. 
On  the  return  of  Zion's  Camp  from  Mis- 
souri, the  work  on  the  temple,  which 
had  been  retarded,  was  now  prosecuted 
with  zeal  and  vigor  until  its  completion. 
The  building  was  constructed  under  very 
trying  circumstances.  Many  were  in 
povertv.  Persecution  was  in  progress. 
The  building  cost  !f70,(XM>,  and  was  su- 
pervised by  the  Prophet  .Joseph  Smith, 
in  addition  to  all  his  other  duties  in  pub- 
lic and  private  at  liome  and  abroad.  It 
was  three  years  in  course  of  construc- 
tion. It  w.as  the  first  temple  of  the  I.,ord 
built  ill  this  dispensation.  Since  then 
five  others  more  expensive  have  been 
built  by  the  I,iatter-day  Saints,  and  oth- 
ers will  be  erected  in  these  last  days  to 
the  honor  and  glory  of  God. 

The  temple  was  dedicated  March  27th, 
l.Soli.  It  was  a  veritable  pehtacostal 
feast.  Many  enjoyed  the  gifts  of  the 
IIolv  (ihost  and  prophesied  of  things  to 
com'e.  Subsequently  the  Savior  appeared 
to  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery, 
and  also  Moses,  Elijah  and  other  an- 
cient Prophets  appeared  unto  them,  as 
recorded  in  section  110  of  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants.  The  Apostles,  as  of  old, 
were  endued  with  power  from  on  high, 
and  went  forth  to  the  world  with  re- 
newed strength,  decbiiing  the  glad  tid- 
ings of  the  restored  (iospel.  Following 
these  remarkable  manifestations,  a  wave 
of  financial  inflation  swept  over  Kirtland. 
and  many  of  the  Saints  ran  wild  in  spec- 
ulations. Jlany  of  the  leaders  bcc.-iine 
infatuated  with  this  false  spirit,  and 
when  the  pnnic  of  1,S37  engulfed  the  na- 
tion disaster  came  to  Kirtland,  Many 
leading  men  apostatized  and  attributed 
the  very  evils  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  which  be  had  warned  them  against 
and  sought  by  every  means  in  his  power 
to  avoid. 

The  Kirtland  Safety  Society  Bank  had 
been  organized  by  the  Propbet  Joseph, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Saints.  This  failed 
through  the  swiinlling  operations  of  sub- 
orilinate  ollicers,  and  many  of  the  jieople 
were  financially  ruined.  Persecution  W- 
caine  violent.  Many  of  the  leading  men 
apostatized  and  became  bitt<M-  enemies 
to  the  Prophet  of  the  Ijord.  Jan.  12th, 
1838,  Joseph  Smith  and  Sidney  Ri,gdon 
were  forced  to  flee  from  Kirtland,  and 
an  armed  mob  followed  them  for  two 
hundred  miles,  thirsting  for  their  blood. 


.loseph,  wilh  the  body  "f  ""•  <'hurc1i. 
was  now  cslablislied  in  Missouri,  the 
Sainis,  on  accouiil  of  iiersecntion,  inigral- 
iiig  Ihillier  from  Ohio.  The  Saiiils  in 
.Missouri  now  numbered  alioiil  12,0<Xl 
souls,  and  liiiviiig  been  expelled  from 
their  homes  in  .lackscui  counly  by  furious 
mobs,  were  now  located  in  Caldwell," 
i  )avis  and  Carroll  counties,  chiefly  in 
Caldwell.  In  the  midst  of  such  perilous 
limes,  and  being  ciiiilinually  barrassed 
by  false  brethren,  tlie  life  of  the  Prophet 
ii'iust  have  been  a  trying  one.  Men  only 
of  unswerving  integrity  could  stand  the 
chastening  fire  of  persecution,  and  many 
fell  by  the  w.ayside  and  joineil  in  the 
la-y  against  the  Prophet  and  the  Saints. 
Joseph  knew  that  the  Church  of  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  be  the  earthly  head 
was  the  Church  of  God,  that  the  Lord 
would  preserve  it  to  the  end.  He  there- 
fore had  no  need  to  pander  to  the  whims 
of  men  in  order  to  retain  their  friend- 
ship. This  of  itself  is  no  small  evidence 
that  Joseph  Smith  was  called  ofGod.  Had 
he  been  palming  upon  the  world  a  fraud, 
he  would  have  feared  the  exposure  of 
those  who  became  disaffected,  and  would 
have  used  politic  methods  to  retain  their 
good  will  for  him.  rather  than  apply  the 
law  of  justice  and  cast  them  out  of  the 
Church.  The  example  of  Joseph  Smith 
in  dealing  with  apostates,  no  matter  how 
high  in  church  authority  they  stood,  has 
been  followed  by  his  successors  until  the 
present,  and  ever  will  be,  for  "God  is  no 
respecter  of  persons." 

During  this  time  Joseph  received  im- 
portant revelations  on  various  items;  the 
building  of  a  temple  at  Far  West,  the 
law  of  tithing,  the  mission  of  the  Apos- 
tles abroad,  also  that  America  was  the 
land  where  Adam  dwelt,  and  that  the 
Garden  of  Eden  was  where  Jackson 
county,  Missouri,  now  is.  July  4th,  1838. 
the  Prophet  caused  to  be  laid  the  foun- 
dation stones  of  a  temple,  which,  how- 
ever, has  never  been  completed.  About 
two  days  after  the  national  celebration 
at  Far  West  lightning  struck  the  liberty 
pole  and  shivered  it  to  pieces.  This 
seemed  to  be  a  warning  that  their  own 
liberties  were  about  to  be  stricken  down. 
It  is  said  that  on  the  occasion  of  the 
lightning  striking  the  liberty  pole,  that 
.Toseph  prophesied  that  the  day  would 
come  when  the  constitution  of  the  TTnited 
States  would  hang  as  if  by  a  thread,  and 
that  the  Latter-day  Saints  would  be 
prominent  in  saving  that  instrument 
from  utter  destruction.  Persecution 
soon  reasserted  itself.  The  Latter-day 
Saints  had  a  right  to  vote.  Twelve  of 
them  offered  to  cast  their  votes  at  a 
state  election  in  Gallatin,  Daviess  coun- 
ty, Aug.  r>th.  1838.  A  candidate  for  the 
Ie.gislature,  William  P.  Penistion.  made 
an  inflaming  speech  against  them  and 
raised  a  tumult,  in. which  several  of  the 
Tiatter-day  Saints  and  their  opponents 
were  wounded.  The  report  of  this  riot 
w.'is  greatly  exaggerated  and  spread 
throughout  the  state.  Jlobocracy  fol- 
lowed in  various  places.  Oct.  25th,  183,S, 
while  defending  themselves  against  a 
mob  on  Crooked  river.  Apostle  David 
W.  Patten  and  two  other  brethren.  Gid- 
eon Carter  and  Patrick  O'Banmon, 
were  killed.  The  power  of  the  Saints, 
even  in  a  small  degree,  to  defend  them- 
selves exasperated  their  enemies,  and  on 
Oct.  27th  Maj.-Gen.  Clark  issued  an  or- 
der to  the  state  militia  to  procec-d  with 
all  haste  against  the  Mormons  and  drive 
them  from  the  state  or  consummate  their 
extermination.  Oct.  30th  the  frightful 
massacre  of  Haun's  Jlill  occurred. 
About  twenty  of  the  Saints,  men,  women 
and  children,  were  killed  and  thrown  in 
a  heap  into  a  well  and  buried.  About 
this  time  Col.  Hinkle  betrayed  the  Proph- 
et and  several  of  his  associates  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  by  forming  a  com- 
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pact  with  the  latter  to  sjivo  up  the  arms 
of  the  Saints  without  Ihc  UiMiwledfe  or 
coiiseut  of  Joseph  aiul  liis  lirelliri'M.  Oct. 
Jilst  Joseph  Smith,  Sitliiey  Ki^'dou,  I'ai- 
ley  V.  Pratt,  Lyman  Witjlil,  (iecJi'Ke  \V. 
Itobiusou,  llyrum  Smith  and  Amasa  M. 
hymaii  were  tal;en  and  treated  as  piis- 
oiiers  of  war.  The  city  was  ^ivi'ii  into 
the  hands  of  mauraders,  who  iiillaned 
the  houses  and  grossly  insulted  defense- 
h'ss  women  and  cliildren.  Joseph  and 
Ids  brethren  were  eo\irtmarlialed  to  be 
shot,  but  lieu.  Doniphan,  of  the  state 
militia,  protested  against  it  as  a  eold- 
blooded  nini'der.  Notwitlistanding  (ien. 
tllarU  liad  told  the  Saints  lliat  tliey  must 
never  expi'et  to  see  tlieir  leaders  again, 
Joseph  prophesied  to  his  associates  that 
their  lives  would  be  spared  and  they 
would  return  to  the  Saints,  whieli  lire- 
dietion  was  literally  fnllilled.  They  were 
paraded  through  the  coimtry  with  boast- 
ing glee  ou  the  part  of  their  captors.  On 
one  occasion  Joseph  addressed  a  crowd 
of  spectators,  many  of  wlnun  were  melted 
to  tears.  It  became  a  settled  eonvietion 
with  his  enemies  that  if  they  allowed  the 
I'rophet  to  address  the  public  he  wmdd 
never  fail  to  make  friends  and  impress 
the  honest  that  he  was  innocent.  So, 
to  avoid  this  impression,  the  moli.  or  of- 
ticers,  who  subsequently  had  him  in  cus- 
tody would  try  to  prevent  him  from 
speaking  to  the  people.  Joseph  and  some 
of  the  brethren  were  confined  in  Liberty 
jail.  Clay  county,  the  remainder  in  Itich- 
mond,  Ray  county.  While  in  their  dun- 
geon cell  they  were  subjected  to  the 
taunts  and  insults  of  guards  and  otBeers. 
One  night,  after  bearing  all  he  could 
possibly  endure  of  their  tilthy  conversa- 
tion, he  arose  in  chains,  and  with  a 
voice  of  thunder  rebidvcd  the  guards  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord.  They  cowed  be- 
fore him  and  asked  his  pardon.  So 
great  was  the  power  of  God  that  they 
wilted  before  him  as  a  blade  of  grass  be- 
fore a  flame  of  fire.  Parley  P.  Pratt 
thus  describes  the  scene.  (The  words  of 
the  Prophet  to  the  guards):  "Silence, 
ye  fiends  of  the  infernal  pit.  In  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  I  rebuke  you,  and  com- 
mand you  to  be  still;  I  will  not  live  an- 
other minute  and  hear  such  language, 
('ease  sucli  talk,  or  you  or  I  die  this  in- 
stant!" 

"He  ceased  to  speak.  He  stood  erect 
in  terrible  majesty.  Chained  and  with- 
out a  weapon,  calm,  unruffled  and  digni- 
fied as  an  angel,  he  looked  upon  the 
qmiiling  guards,  whose  weapons  were 
lowered  or  dropped  on  the  ground;  whose 
knees  smote  together,  and  who,  shrink- 
ing into  a  corner,  or  crouching  at  his 
feet,  begged  his  pardon,  and  remained 
(luiet  till  a  change  of  guards.  I  have 
seen  the  ministers  of  justice,  clothed  in 
magisterial  robes,  and  criminals  ar- 
raigned before  them,  while  life  was  sus- 
pended on  a  breath  in  the  courts  of  En- 
gl.-iiul;  I  have  witnessed  a  congress  in 
s(deinn  session  to  give  laws  to  nations; 
I  have  tried  to  conceive  of  kings,  of 
royal  courts,  of  thrones  and  crowns,  and 
of  emperors  assembled  to  decide  the  fate 
of  kingdoms;  but  dignity  and  majesty 
have  I  seen  but  once  as  it  stood  in 
chains,  at  midnight  in  a  dungeon  in  an 
obscure  village  of  Missouri." — Autob. 
P.  P.  Pratt,  p.  229-30. 

The  brethren  in  prison  were  charged 
with  murder,  treason,  arson  and  other 
crimes,  from  all  of  which  they  were  ac- 
(|uitted.  His  enemies  considered  one  evi- 
dence of  treason  was  the  belief  the 
Prophet  and  his  associates  had,  in  the 
prophecy  of  Daniel  that  God  in  the  last 
days  would  set  up  His  kingdom,  which 
sliiudd  "subdue  all  others." 

They  were  tried  in  the  court  of  tludge 
A.  A.  King.  Gen.  Doniphan,  the  attor- 
ney for  .Joseph,  told  him  to  "offer  no  de- 
fense, for  if  a  cohort  of  angels  should 
declare  your  innocence  it  would  be  all 
the  same.  The  judge  is  determined  to 
throw  yoti  into  prison." 

While  in  prison  .Joseph  received  from 
the  I>ord  the  glorious  revelations  and 
instructions  found  in  sections  121,  122 
and  123  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 


Moliocracy  continued.  Gov.  Boggs  is- 
sued his  exterminating  order,  to  exter- 
minate the  "Mormons"  or  drivi'  them 
friun    the    state.  .loseph    checi-ed     the 

Saints  from  his  pi-lson  i-cll.  lb-  wmlc; 
"/ii>n  shall  yi't  live  though  she  scemeth 
to  be  dead."  While  Joseph  was  in  pris- 
on, lirigham  Young,  I'resident  of  the 
Twelve,  planned  and  carrieil  into  effect 
the  gallieiiiig  of  the  Saints  from  .\lis- 
.■■ouri  to  Illinois.  Himself  and  brethren 
made  a  solemn  covemmt  that  they  would 
never  cease  their  efforts  \mlil  the  Saints 
were  gathered  from  Missouri.  They  kept 
tlieir  "pledge.  It  was  a  gigantic  under- 
taking. Ten  thousand  Saints,  hiuoeless 
and  almost  penniless,  compelled  to  sign 
away  their  propeity  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  to  be  gathered,  organized  in 
suitable  companies,  with  proper  arrange- 
ments and  pioneer  to  another  slate, 
wheri'  they  hoped  for  belter  treatmi'iil. 
The  exodus  was  carried  out.  Early  in 
1,S4'.)  found  the  Saints  in  Iowa  and  illi- 
iiois.  Thus  was  another  prophetic  utter- 
ance finding  fiilfillment.  .loseph  Smith 
once  said  that  the  Saints  w<jiihl  have 
first  a  county,  then  a  state,  and  finally 
a  nation  against  them.  The  literal  ful- 
fillment of  this  prophecy  is  strikingly  ap- 
parent to  those  who  know  anything  of 
the  history  of  the  Church.  The  Saints 
were  driven  from  Kirtland,  Ohio,  from 
county  after  county  in  Missouri,  and 
then  from  the  state  of  Missouri,  in 
which  Gov.  Boggs,  the  chief  executive 
otHcer,  took  part,  by  issuing  the  infa- 
mous "exterminating  order,"  virtually 
licensing  the  wholesale  pillaging  and 
murder  of  hundreds  of  innocent  men, 
women  and  children.  Later  we  see  the 
United  States  government  sending  an 
army  against  the  Saints  to  crush  an  im- 
aginary rebellion,  and  later  still,  as  if 
to  emphasize  the  words  of  the  Prophet, 
we  behold  the  great  government  under 
which  we  live  confiscate  the  property  of 
the  Church  and  there  appears  on  the 
supreme  court  calendar  "United  States 
of  America  vs.  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints."  Surely  no  proph- 
ecy could  more  literally  come  true.  Yea 
it  has  been  doubly  fulfilled. 

April  22,  1S39,  Joseph  and  Hyrum 
Smith  joined  their  families  at  Quincy, 
111.,  having  escaped  imprisonment  a 
short  time  previous.  Soon  after  Com- 
merce, afterwards  named  by  the  Prophet 
Nauvoo,  was  selected  as  a  location  for 
the  Saints.  It  was  a  beautiful  site,  be- 
ing encircled  ou  three  sides  by  a  curve 
of  the  Mississippi  river.  The  place  was 
sickly  and  many  became  prostrated  with 
fever.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that 
miraculous  cases  of  healing  occurred 
through  the  administration  of  the  Proph- 
et. He  went  from  house  to  house,  com- 
manded the  sick  to  arise  and  walk,  and 
his  words  were  followed  by  instant  heal- 
ing. 

The  Twelve  had  been  called  on  mis- 
sions to  Europe,  and  commanded  to  take 
their  departure  from  the  temple  grounds 
in  Far  West.  April  20,  l.S.'K),  Capt.  Bo- 
gart.  a  leading  mobocrat,  heard  of  the 
projihecy  and  swore  that  it  should  never 
be  fulfilled.  On  the  day  named,  how- 
ever, at  1  a.m.  the  Twelve  met  at  the 
place  appointi'd.  held  a  conference,  or- 
dained Wilford  Woodruff  and  George  A. 
Smith  to  the  Apostleship.  and  departed 
on  their  mission,  in  fulfillment  of  the 
woi'd  of  flic  Lord  tiirough  the  Proph<'t 
Joseph  Smith,  And  here  let  it  be  said 
that  no  prediction  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  shall  ever  fall  to  the  ground  un- 
fulfilled. IVlany  converts  were  made  in 
England,  and  in  1.S40  the  first  company 
of  Saints  from  the  shores  of  Eiiro|ie 
came  to  Nauvoo.  Joseph  was  diligent  in 
helping  the  Saints  to  found  themselves 
in  the  new  city.  Having  a  little  respite 
fnun  persecution,  himself  and  .Tudge 
Eli:!S  Higbee  went  to  Washington  and 
laid  before  the  President,  Martin  Van 
Buren,  a  detailed  statement,  with  proof, 
of  the  outrages  committed  against  the 
Saints  in  Missouri.  At  first  the  Presi- 
dent was  reverse  to  hearing  them,  then 
expressed    sympathy,    and    listened,       as 


well  as  inviting  the  Prophet  to  exiilaiu 
his  views  of  the  Gospel,  which  he  did. 
At  a  later  visit  the  Presi<lent  showed 
signs  of  p(jlitical  cowardici',  and  aftc^r 
listi'iiing  imiialiently  to  the  recital  of 
their  sufferings,  he  made  the  reiily: 
"Your  cause  is  just,  but  1  can  do  noth- 
ing f(ir  you;  and  if  1  lake  up  for  you  i 
sliall   lose  the  vole  of  Missouri." 

The  Prophet  concluded  promptly  that 
I'resident  \'an  Buren  was  "an  office- 
seeker,  that  self-aggrandizement  was  his 
ruling  passion,  and  that  j\istice  anil  right- 
eousness were  no  part  of  his  composi- 
tion." 

Joseph  remained  in  the  east  (hiring  the 
winter,  uiaUing  the  acciuaintaiice  of  lead- 
ing political  men  of  the  naticui.  He  re- 
cited to  several  the  siiflerings  of  the 
Saints.  To  his  recital  .lohii  ('.  Callioun 
said:  "It  involves  a  nice  ipieslion  the 
iliiestion  of  stale's  rights;  it  will  ni>t  _do 
to  agitate  it."  Henry  Clay  said:  "You 
had   better  go  to  Oregon." 

Such  answers  were  too  inconsistent 
and  unreasonable,  too  cowardly  to  af- 
ford any  hope  of  redress  from  tbe  hands 
of  the  men  who  made  them.  Thi>  I'roidi- 
et    returiu'd    home    to    Nauvoo    .March    4, 

1.540.  During  his  absence  he  preached 
the  Gospel  to  large  audiences  in  Wash- 
ington and  in  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Nauvoo  had  been  growing  under 
the  direction  of  Hyrum  Smith,  the  ever- 
faithful  brother  to  the  I'rophet.  Hie 
populatiim  numbered  near  three  thou- 
sand and  contained  three  ecclesiastical 
wards.  The  I.ialter-(lay  Saints  again 
asserted  their  political  rights,  and  with 
this  came  persecution  as  bitter  as  here- 
tofore. Gov.  Boggs,  of  Missouri,  de- 
manded of  Gov.  Carlin,  of  Illinois,  the 
arrest  of  the  Prophet  on  the  grounds  of 
his  being  a  fugitive  troni  justice.  The 
demand  was  rejected,  but  this  only  ex- 
asperated the  Missourians,  who  subse- 
(piently  took  an  active  part  in  persi'cut- 
iiig  the  I'ropliet  and  his  associates.  In 
the  winter  of  1S4II-41  the  Illinois  Leg- 
islature granted  a  very  liberal  charter 
to  the  city  of  Nauvoo.  Abraham  Lin- 
<-oln  was  a  member  of  the  Legislaturi' 
which  grantid  it.  It  included  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Nauvoo  Legion,  a  mili- 
tary body,  and  the  University  of  .Nauvoo. 
Feb.  1,  1S41.  At  the  first  election  it 
went  into  effect,  and  shortly  thereafter 
Joseph  became  the  lieufenant-gi'iieral  of 
the  Nauvoo  Legion.     On  the  (Itli  of  .\pril, 

1.541,  the  corner  stones  of  the  .Nauvoo 
Temple  were  laid.  Joseph  calleil  uiion 
the  Saints  in  the  regions  round  about  to 
gather  into  Nauvoo  and  assist  in  the 
erection  of  this  sacred  edilice.  The 
Saints  responded  with  great  energy  to 
this  call  and  Hocked  into  the  city  from 
all  directions.  The  city  of  Nauvoo  grew 
with  almost  magic  speed.  Brigliam 
Young  and  the  Twelve,  on  tln'ir  return 
from  Englaml.  greatly  aiileil  in  its 
growth.  The  iiopulation  before  the 
Prophet's  martyrdom  increased  to  21),- 
(MK).  Ill  1S42  prosperity  abounded  in 
.\auv<io.  This  year  the  Prophet  wrote 
for  luiblicatiou  an  account  of  the  (MUiiing 
f(U-th  of  this  great  W(U'k.  This  includeil 
the  Articles  of  Faith  now  printed  upon 
cards  and  distribuled  by  the  Ehlers 
among  all  natiiuis  wliither  the  (lospel  is 
being  preached.  The  Church  (U-gan  was 
edited  by  the  Prnplu't,  and  was  called 
the  Times  and  Seasons.  Through  this 
medium  he  published  many  glorious 
truths  which  the  Lord  had  revealecl  to 
him.  Many  embraced  the  (Jospel.  The 
popul.-itiou  increased,  and  .Nauvoo  was 
raijidly  becoming  a  city  of  impiutame. 
Notwithstanding  this  wonderful  growth, 
and  the  peace  enjoyed,  the  Spirit  of 
Prophecy  ever  alive  in  this  gri'at 
I'lMjphet"  gave  him  lu'einonitions  of  the 
s(U-e  tribulations  which  were  somi  to  fol- 
low. Mar<h  ITtli.  l.S4'2.  Joseph  organ- 
ized the  Kelief  Society,  now  so  famed 
in  the  Church  as  the  organization  through 
which  our  devoted  mothers  administer 
so  milch  comfm-t  and  help  to  the  poor, 
the   sick   and   the   needy.      At   a   funeral 
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ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OP  THE  CHURCH   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

1.  We  believe  in  Ood  the  Eternal  Father,  aad  ia  Bis  Sod 
Jeiui  C'hriet,  and  in  the  Holy  Qtioat. 

8.  We  believe  that  men  wilt  be  paaiebed  for  their  OWD 
•loa,  and  not  for  Adam's  tranegreesioD. 

8.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonemeDt  of  Christ,  all 
maDhind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  td  the  laws  aod  ordi- 
Dances  of  the  Qospel. 

i.  We  believe  that  the  Urat  priociples  and  ordinances  of 
(he  Gospel  are:  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  second, 
Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins ;  fourth.  Laying  on  of  Uaads  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

6.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
'*  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,"  by  those  who  are 
In  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi- 
nances thereof. 

6.  We  believe  In  the  same  organization  that  existed  to 
the  primitive  church — namely.  Apostles,  Prophets,  Paaton, 
Teacners,  Evangelists,  etc. 

-7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation^ 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc. 

6.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  It 
's  translated  correctly ;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormoa 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

6.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  doe* 
now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zioo  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent;  that  Christ  will  reign  person- 
ally open  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

11.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  or  what 
they  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  beingsabject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  maftistrates ;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

13.  We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men ;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "We  believe  all  things, 
we  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous, 
lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praiseworUiy,  we  seek  ^t«r  the** 
Ikinia-^OSEPH  SUITB.. 


The  latter  part  of  December  the  Rev. 
J.  Whitcomb  Brougher,  a  prominent 
Baptist  minister  of  this  city,  delivered 
a  sermon  on  the  subject  of  "Mormon- 
ism  and  Polygamy,"  which  was  simply 
a  rehash  of  moldy  falsehoods  told  by 
others  before  him.  Through  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  Chattanooga  News,  an  an- 
swer was  published  to  this  unwarranted 
attack,  in  the  columns  of  that  paper. 
In  reply  to  this  "open  letter"  by  Pres- 
ident Rich,  Mr.  Brougher,  a  week  later, 
preached  a  second  sermon,  "Is  Mor- 
monism  Anti-Christian?"  which  was 
much  the  same  as  tbe  first.  This  second 
onslaught  was  met  by  another  "open  let- 
ter" in  the  News  a  few  days  later,  and 
as  many  of  our  Elders  have  asked  for 
the  papers  containing  these  articles  and 
which  are  not  now  to  be  had,  we  con- 
template publishing  in  the  Star  the  open 
letters  to  Dr.  Brougher  for  the  benefit 
of  our  readers,  in  the  near  future. 


A    CONTRAST. 


We  reproduce  the  following  fioiii  th-; 
Ixmdon  Times: 

"The  missionaries  live  in  palatial  con- 
crete houses  with  all  the  lu.vurles  their 
countries  can  afford  and  charge  us  for 
Bibles  and  prayer  books,  which  we  un- 
derstand are  sent  as  free  offerings." 

Malietoii  Tanus  further  charges  mis- 
sionaries with  extracting  all  the  money 
from  them  possible,  in  return  for  which 
they  receive  a  Bible,  a  prayer  book  or  a 
"Pilgrim's  Progress."  He  instances  the 
Wesleyan  missionaries  with  collecting 
£27,000  at  a  single  meeting  at  Tonga, 
adding: 

"The  missionaries  aroused  a  great  spir- 
it of  emulation,  telling  the  natives  that 
the  largest  givers  would  be  the  most  ac- 
ceptable in  the  sight  of  God,  thus  re- 
versing the  spirit  of  the  widow's  mite." 

The  Samoan  chief  concludes: 

"These  be  thy  Gods,  O,  Israel. 

"Signed,  Malietoa, 

Faalogoiai,  Samoa." 

In  another  part  of  this  issue  of  the 
Star  we  have  an  article  stating  the 
amount  sent  abroad  annually  to  support 
and  extend  missions.  From  these  two 
reports  it  seems  that  modern  mission- 
aries are  very  different  from  what  they 
were  in  early  Christian  days.  The 
command  in  Christ's  day  was  to  go 
among  the  people  and  preach  "without 
purse  or  scrip."  "Freely  ye  have  re- 
ceived, freely  ye  give,"  was  the  prevail- 
ing sentiment  among  Christ's  disciples. 
How  many  of  these  Christian  mission- 
aries would  go  to  heathenilom  and  preach 
if  it  were  not  for  the  miine.v  they  re- 
ceived? Who  is  getting  the  benefit,  the 
natives  or  the  missionaries?  Is  it  the 
love  of  God  or  the  love  of  money  which 
induces  these  missionaries  to  go  among 
a  benighted  people,  sell  them  a  prayer 
book,  or  Bible,  and  take  all  their  money? 
When  the  Latter-day  Saint  Elder  comes 
in  the  midst  of  the  people,  bearing  a 
message  of  peace  and  good  will,  but 
never  taking  their  money,  these  same 
people,  who  are  supporting  men  in  lux- 
ury and  ease,  will  turn  them  from  their 
door,  and  refuse  them  even  the  necessi- 
ties of  life. 

Here  is  a  contrast  between  sects;  one 
loved  and  supported  in  regal  splendor, 
the  other  despised  and  cast  out.  One 
loved  by  the  world,  the  other  hated  of 
all  men.  One  collecting  all  the  money 
he  can,  the  other  giving  what  he  hath. 
Who  of  these  two  come  more  nearly 
filling  the  Scriptural  prophecy,  "If  ye 
were  of  the  world  the  world  would  love 
his  own?"  The  "Mormon"  Elder  leaves 
home,  friends  and  all  for  the  Gospel. 
He  receives  no  pay,  is  cast  out,  but 
happy  in  the  knowledge  that  he  is  giv- 
ing freely  words  of  life  everlasting.  The 
other  receives  his  .$135,000  in  collec- 
tions, 1515,000,000  from  friends,  and  cry- 
ing for  more.     Where  will  it  end? 


ADMINISTERING    ORDINANCES. 


The  following  editorial  from  the  Ju- 
venile Instructor  may  be  of  interest  and 
benefit  to  many  of  the  Elders  in  the 
missionary    field: 

We  have  been  asked,  in  substance,  "If, 
where  the  Lord  has  revealed  the  exact 
words  to  be  used  in  the  performance  of 
an  ordinance,  the  Elder  or  Priest  offi- 
ciating departs  therefrom,  either  from 
ignorance,  a  slip  of  the  tongue,  or  other 


cause,  does  not  such  departure  invali- 
ilate  the  ordinance?" 

We  answer,  as  a  rule,  certainly  not; 
that  is,  when  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
Ihe  words  arc  imt  palpably  departed  from. 
If  awkwardness  of  expression  would  in- 
validate an  ordinance  administered  by 
a  man  of  (iod  then  inextricable  confus- 
ion would  be  wrought  in  the  Cburi;h.  No 
man's  standing  would  be  safe;  for  possi- 
bly every  one  of  us  has  received  ordi- 
nances— Iniptisms,  contirmatious  or  ordi- 
nations— under  the  hands  of  men  who 
have  not  strictly  adhered  to  the  given 
form.  (Jr,  if  no  such  mistake  h.appened 
in  our  intiividuiil  cases,  who  can  say  it 
did  not  previously  occur  in  the  confirma- 
tion or  ordination  of  some  one  or  more 
of  those  who  have  been  mouth  over  our 
heads?  In  either  ease  we  should  not 
receive  the  blessing  or  the  authority  that 
was  supposedly  confei'red  upon  us. 
Again,  how  many  of  our  brethren  per- 
form ordinances  in  the  Church  in  lan- 
guages with  which  they  are  far  from 
thoroughly  familiar — Elders  who  have 
gathered  to  Zion  from  continental  Eu- 
rope and  the  islands  of  the  sea,  who  do 
not  understand  English;  missionaries  to 
lands  whexe  other  tongues  are  spoken, 
into  many  of  which,  indeed,  the  exact 
formula  of  these  ordinances  have  never 
been  translated.  Shall  the  Elders  not 
administer  until  they  are  perfect  in  a 
tongue?  Will  the  Lord  ignore  their  min- 
istrations because  they  speak  in  faltei- 
iug  tones,  in  ungrammatical  phrases  or 
in  confused  rhetoric?  It  were  folly  to 
so  imagine.  It  would  place  in  many  re- 
gions almost  insurmountable  barriers  to 
the  progress  of  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
Our  Heavenly  Father  is  aware  of  our 
insufficiency;  that  we  are  finite,  that  we 
cannot  reach  ever.vthing  at  once,  and  ac- 
cepts us  as  we  are  when  we  do  our  best. 
But  this  best  should  be  constantly  im- 
proving, we  should  all  the  time  be  draw- 
ing nearer  to  the  perfect,  making  fewer 
mistakes  and  more  completely  observing 
the  requirements  of  the  Lord. 

None  of  the  foregoing  thoughts  are  in- 
tended to  encourage  slovenliness  in  the 
performance  of  any  ordinance.  When  we 
set  out  to  do  a  thing  we  should  make 
sure  that  we  do  it;  and  do  it  as  it  should 
be  done.  If  it  be  our  intention  to  or- 
dain a  man  to  an  office  in  the  Priesthood, 
let  us  be  sure  that  we  ordain  him,  and 
always  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Let  that  holy  and  all-saving 
name  never  be  forgotten.  It  is  a  far 
more  serious  matter  to  omit  the  name  of 
our  Savior  in  the  performance  of  the 
ordinances  of  His  Church,  than  to  in- 
sert sentences  that  do  not  appear  in  the 
form  the  Lord  has  given  us.  or  to  say, 
as  is  too  often  done.  "I  lay  my  hands 
upon  your  head  to  confirm  or  ordain 
you,"  and  then  only  by  indirection  do  It. 

While  it  should  be  the  aim  of  the  El- 
ders to  conform  strictly  to  the  revealed 
word  in  the  administration  of  ordinances, 
they  should  not  permit  themselves  to 
become  too  technical,  and  to  look  so 
carefully  at  the  word  that  the  spirit  is 
lost  sight  of. 


That  a  man  is  willing  to  die  for  his 
leligion  is  no  proof  of  its  being  true; 
neither  is  it  proof  that  a  religion  is  fal.se 
when  oue  of  its  votarie-s  apostatizes  from 
it. — Brigham   Young 
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LIFE  OF  THE  PROPHET  JOSEPH  SMITH 


(From  I'age  i>'J.) 


suniioii  pi'oached  by  tho  rrophft  April 
Ulli,  1.S41:,  Jusi'iili  ('(jri'sliudowod  his  uwii 
(iL'iilli  by  siiyliiy  lliiil  lie  liiid  now  no 
pniiuisi'  ul'  liU'  and  was  subjoc-l  lu  dciitli. 
III!  said  Ihu  Lord  had  iHumisud  liiiii  lite 
at  dillc'iviit  tiiut'S  uutd  i-urtaiu  things 
should  bu  aLcoiiiiili.shod.  ■'But  haviug 
now  done  these  things,  1  have  no  longer 
any  lease  of  my  lil'e.  1  am  as  liable  to 
die  as  other  men."  In  1S42  Joseph  ut- 
tered the  I'oUowiug  remarkable  prophecy 
in  Montrose,  Iowa.  '  Ue  recorded  the 
event  as  follows: 

"1  prophesied  that  the  Saints  would 
continue  to  suffer  much  allliclion,  and 
would  be  driven  to  the  Uocky  Mountains. 
Many  would  apostasize,  others  would  be 
put  to  death  by  our  persecutors,  or  lose 
their  lives  iu  consequence  of  exposure 
and  disease;  and  some  would  live  to  go 
and  a.ssist  iu  making  settlements  and 
building  cities,  and  see  the  Saints  be- 
come a  mighty  people  in  the  midst  of  the 
Koeky  Mouutams.  '  Every  provision  of 
this  prophecy  has  been  remarkably  ful- 
filled. Apostates  now  began  to  plot  the 
destruction  of  Joseph's  life.  John  0. 
Bennett,  a  vile  man,  possessing  ability 
without  character,  but  whose  perhdy 
was  not  detected  until  he  had  been 
erowued  with  i^onor  among  the  Saints, 
had  rendered  valuable  service  in  obtain- 
ing the  Nauvoo  charter.  He  was 
elected  Mayor  of  Nauvoo,  choseu  Chan- 
cellor of  the  University  and  major-gen- 
eral of  the  Legion.  He  planned  to  have 
the  I'rophet  killed  in  a  sham  battle  of 
the  Nauvoo  Legion,  but  tailed.  He  ut- 
tered many  falsehoods  against  the  I'roph- 
et, both  to  shield  his  own  iniquity  and 
encompa.ss  the  death  of  the  Prophet. 
He  wrote  a  vile  book  against  Joseph 
and  the  Saints,  made  up  of  gross  false- 
hoods. This  greatly  increased  the  preju- 
dices against  the  Prophet  among  the 
thousands  who  did  not  wish  to  investi- 
gate and  know  the  truth. 

Elders  were  sent  out  to  refute  these 
slanders,  and  accomplished  much  good 
among  the  honest  in  heart.  The  old  Mis- 
souri hatred  was  still  kept  burning  in 
that  state.  Some  one  had  attempted,  it 
was  claimed,  to  assassinate  Gov.  Boggs 
in  Independence.  It  was  falsely  laid  to 
the  "Mormons."  Gov.  Boggs  demanded 
of  the  Governor  of  Illinois  the  person  of 
Joseph  Smith  on  the  charge  of  his  being 
an  accessory  to  the  attempted  murder 
before  the  crime.  He  and  O.  P.  Rock- 
well were  arrested  Aug.  8th,  1S42,  but 
discharged  after  a  hearing  before  the 
municipal  court  of  Nauvoo.  Other  at- 
tempts were  made  to  arrest  him  under 
false  pretenses.  He  concluded  to  go  into 
hiding  for  a  short  time.  While  hidden 
he  wrote  the  important  letters  to  the 
Saints  on  the  Redemption  of  the  Dead, 
found  in  sections  127  and  128  of  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants.  Thomas  Ford 
became  Governor  of  Illinois  in  December. 

1842.  Joseph  applied  to  him  for  a  with- 
drawal of  the  writs  issued  against  him 
by  Gov.  Carliu.  After  a  judicial  inves- 
tigation   this    was    done.      In    February, 

1843,  the  population  of  Nauvoo  was 
again  augmented  by  a  company  of 
Saints  from  Europe,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Elders  P.  P.  Pratt,  Lorenzo 
Snow  and  Levi  Richards.  In  Jtme,  1843, 
other  attempts  were  made  to  drag  the 
Prophet  back  to  Missouri.  Dr.  Bennett 
was  the  chief  instigator  itf  this  scheme. 
Politicians  now  stirred  up  strife  agaiust 
the  Saints,  and  recommended  the  repeal 
or  re.striction  of  the  Nauvoo  charter. 
They  pretended  to  be  alarmed  at  the 
increase  of  Slormon  power.  Yet, 
strange  to  say.  Mormon  power,  in  poli- 
tics or  religion,  has  never  been  wielded 
to  deprive  or  restrict  any  human  being 
of  their  rights  in  the  least  degree.  Mor- 
mons elected  to  office  were  threatened 
with  mobocracy  when  attempting  to 
qualify  at  the  county  seat,  Carthage. 
The  anti-Mormon   party   renewed     their 


pledges  to  light  the  Mormons.  Tlie  mob 
began  to  burn  the  homes  and  property 
111'  llie  Saints  in  outlying  ilistricts  of 
Nauvoo.  When  the  (governor  was  ap- 
pealed to  for  protection'  his  answer  was 
an  indicalioii  of  his  cowardice  m-  his 
synipMlhy  with  Ihi-  iiioli  eleiJirnt.  He 
simply  told  the  Saints  they  niiisl  protect 
Iheiiiselves.  l)uring    these    times    of 

liouble  Joseph  addressed  letters  to  sev- 
eral prominent  iiieii  in  the  nation  who 
had  I'residential  aspirations.  He  pro- 
pounded to  them  this  (luesliun:  "What 
will  be  your  rule  of  action  relative  to  us 
as  a  people,  should  fortune  favor  your 
ascension  to  the  chief  magistracy V" 

Only  two  answerecl,  Henry  (jlay  and 
John  C.  Calhoun,  and  their  answers 
were  so  non-committal  or  evasive  that 
Joseph  considered  the  writers  cowardly 
or  lacking  in  mor.'il  force.  Soon  after, 
strange  and  startling  as  it  sounded  then, 
Joseph  Smith  announced  himself  a  can- 
didate for  the  PresiileiH-y  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  noniinated  .Tan.  2!)th. 
1844.  and  duly  sustained  at  a  state  con- 
vention on  the  17th  of  the  following  May. 
Soon  after  this  he  publislieil  his  views 
in  plain  terms,  on  tin'  "Powers  and  Pol- 
icy of  the  Government  of  the  I'nited 
States."  In  this  document  he  defined 
his  position  on  the  live  political  ques- 
tions of  the  day.  He  favored  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  the  slave  holders  to  be 
paid  for  their  slaves  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment, the  money  to  be  raised  by  re- 
ducing the  salary  of  congressmen  and  by 
tho  sale  of  public  lands:  the  abolition 
of  imprisonment  for  ilebt  and  for  all 
crimes  but  murder,  work  on  public  en- 
terprises to  be  the  penalty  for  other 
crimes,  and  to  make  the  prisons  schools 
of  learning.  The  investment  of  power 
in  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
furnish  troops  for  the  suppression  of 
mobs.  The  extension  of  the  United 
States  from  sea  to  sea.  with  the  consent 
of  the  Indians.  Many  other  excellent 
features  appeared  in  his  platform.  Had 
his  proposition  on  the  slave  question 
been  carried  out,  it  would  have  saved 
the  nation  a  million  lives,  pi-eserved  oth- 
er thousands  from  being  crippled,  and 
protected  the  happy  homes  of  a  million 
people  from  widowliood.  and  the  cries 
of  more  than  a  millinn  fatherless  chil- 
dren, and  saved  to  the  nation  many  mill- 
ions of  treastire  and  projierty  less  valu- 
able than  human  lite.  .Toseph  prophe- 
sied of  the  war  twenty-eight  years  be- 
fore it  came.  That  it  should  result  in 
the  death  and  misery  of  many  souls. 
That  .Joseph  Smith  was  a  Prophet  of 
God  is  written  in  letters  of  blood  and  by 
the  tears  of  millions  who  suffered  from 
that  fratricidal  war.  The  Twelve  and 
other  leading  Elders  went  to  the  eastern 
states  to  promulgate  his  views.  It  is 
not  probable  for  a  moment  that  the 
Prophet  had  any  faith  in  winning  the 
I'residential  election.  Neither  had  he 
aspirations  for  the  honors  of  men.  Oth- 
er considerations  were  in  view.  His  peo- 
jile  had  been  traduced  and  misrepresent- 
ed. His  candidacy  furnished  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  his  views,  to  enlighten 
the  public  mind  respecting  the  Latter- 
day  Saints,  and  to  leave  on  record  prop- 
ositions to  the  nation  which  if  accepted 
would  have  saved  the  nation,  life  and 
treasure. 

He  wrote  himself:  "I  feci  it  to  be  my 
right  and  privilege  to  obtain  what  influ- 
ence and  power  I  can  lawfully  in  the 
TTnited  States  for  the  protection  of  in- 
jured innocence:  and  if  I  lose  my  life  in 
a  good  cause,  I  am  willing  to  be  sacri- 
ficed on  the  altar  of  virtue,  righteous- 
ness and  truth,  in  maintaining  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
if  need  be  for  the  general  good  of  man- 
kind."—.Toseph  Smith. 

.Toseidi.  with  a  little  band  of  pioneers, 
started  on  an  expedition  to  explore  the 
Rock  jMountains  to  find  a  resting  place 
for  the  Saints,  but  w-as  turned  back.  He 
was  destined  to  seal  his  testimonv  with 
his  blood.  On  .Tuly  12th.  1843.  Joseph 
had  recorded  the  revelation  on  celestial 
marriage  found  in  section  132,  Doctrine 


and  Covenants.  In  the  spring  of  1844 
the  situation  in  Nauvoo  became  very  bit- 
ter. The  Laws,  Higbees  and  Fosters 
plotted  the  overthrow  of  the  I'rophet. 
William  Law  was  his  counsellor,  and 
of  course  knew  of  Joseph  receiving  and 
privately  teaching  the  doctrine  of  plural 
marriage.  He  had  Joseph  arresled  on  a 
charge  of  polygamy.  The  latti'r  was 
discharged.  The  apostates  then  started 
a  newspaper  called  the  lOxpositor, 
through  which  Ihey  circulated  the  bas- 
est falsehoods  imaginable,  and  thus  iu- 
llamcd  still  more  inlen.sely  the  public 
mind.  The  city  was  shocked  at  the  pub- 
lication. The  city  council  was  called 
logelher.  .loseph  Sniilli  was  the  mayor. 
The  Expositor  was  declared  a  nuisance 
and  was  ultei-ly  destroyed  June  11th. 
1844,  by  order  of  the  iiniyor.  The  pro- 
prietors left  the  city  and  immedialely 
planned  the  arrest  of  the  Prophel  .-ind 
others  on  a  charge  of  riot.  They  had 
a  hearing  and  were  acquitted.  The  mob 
was  furious  and  gathereil  in  large  num- 
bers around  Nauvoo,  swearing  ven- 
geance on  the  pi'ople  and  their  leaders. 
.Toseph,  as  mayor,  declared  the  city  un- 
oer  martial  law,  and  called  out  the  Le- 
gion to  defend  it.  The  Governor,  hear- 
ing of  this  and  being  weak  and  vascil- 
lating,  went  at  the  head  of  the  militia 
to  Nauvoo,  and  demanded  that  the 
Prophet  come  to  ('arthage  for  trial  for 
the  destruction  of  the  Expositor,  and 
that  martial  law  be  abolished  in  Nauvoo. 
His  orders  were  strictly  obeyed.  The 
(Jovernor  pleilged  in  a  most  solemn  man- 
ner his  honor  and  the  failh  of  the  state 
that  the  prisoners  should  be  defended 
against  mob  violence  and  should  have  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial.  This  pledge 
was  repeated  but  never  kept.  Undoubt- 
edly the  i  rophet  felt  that  his  withdraw- 
al from  Nauvoo  would  be  a  safeguard 
for  the  Saints,  and  he  loved  them  more 
than  life  itself.  He  remarked  just  be- 
fore leaving  Nauvoo:  "I  am  going  like 
a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  but  I  am  calra 
as  a  summer  morning.  I  have  a  con- 
science void  of  offense  toward  God  and 
toward  all  men.  If  they  take  my  life  I 
shall  die  an  innocent  man  and  my  blood 
shall  cry  from  the  ground  for  vengeance, 
and  it  shall  yet  be  said  of  me,  "he  was 
murdered  in  cold  blood.'  "  His  prophecy 
in  every  jiarticular  has  been  literally 
fulfilled.  The  Nauvoo  Legion  gave  up 
their  arms  by  command  of  Gov.  Ford, 
who  again  promised  them  protection. 
.Toseph  Smith,  Hyrum  Smith,  .John  Tay- 
lor and  Williard  Richards  were  confined 
in  Carthage  jail,  and  on  the  fatal  27th 
day  of  June,  1844,  were  placed  in  ah 
uppej'  room  of  that  building.  About  5 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  an  armed  mob 
of  the  state  militia,  assisted  by  other 
murderous  fiends  in  human  shape,  in 
all  about  2(X)  strong,  burst  in  fury  upon 
the  jail  and  murdered  in  cold  blood  the 
Prophet  and  his  brother  Hyrum.  Elder 
Tavlor  was  cruelly  wounded  with  four 
bullets,  while  Elder  Richards  escaped 
unharmed.  While  this  inhuman  tragedy 
was  being  enacted  Gov.  Ford  was  in 
Xauvoo  haranging  the  peaceful  unarmed 
Saints  qu  the  enormity  of  destroying  the 
printing  press  of  the  Expositor.  The 
(rovernor  undoubtedly  knew  the  inten- 
tion of  the  mob,  for  he  had  heard  their 
threats  that  the  Prophet  should  never 
escape  alive.  A  day  or  two  before  his 
martyrdom,  while  being  exhibited  among 
the  militia,  as  if  he  were  something 
monstrous,  the  Prophet  asked  one  of  the 
officers  if  he  could  see  anything  bad  in 
his  countenance.  The  officer  answered: 
"No,  Gen.  Smith,  but  I  cannot  see  what 
is  in  your  heart."  The  Prophet  prompt- 
ly retorted:  "But  I  can  see  what  is  in 
your  heart,  and  if  you  are  suffered  to 
shed  my  blood  you  will  see  bloodshed 
prevail  in  this  land  to  your  heart's  con- 
tent." Thus  was  the  testament  of  this 
great  and  last  dispensation  sealed  by 
the  blood  of  the  testator,  and  is  in  force 
upon  all  the  world.  X^Hien  we  review  the 
life  of  .Toseph  Smith,  we  are  compelled 
to  exclaim:  In  the  hands  of  God  he  was 
a  mighty  man.     Next  to  the  Savior,  Jo- 
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seph  Smith  was  as  great  a  Prophet  as 
ever  lived.  At  the  age  ol'  15  he  saw 
God  the  FiilhiT  uud  our  Savior  Jesus 
Christ.  He  beheld  them  face  to  face, 
and  he  heard  the  voice  of  each.  At  the 
age  of  18  he  saw  au  ungel  of  the  Lord 
uu  four  differeut  occasions.  He  saw 
llie  aucieut  records  of  the  people  of  God 
ou  the  western  hemisphere.  When  2^ 
years  old  he  had  been  visited  by  the 
same  augel-l'rophet  eight  differeut  times, 
and  ou  each  occasion  iustructed  by  him. 
At  this  age  also  he  received  the  Golden 
Plates,  lu  his  24th  year  he  published 
this  record  to  the  world,  received  a  vis- 
itation from  John  the  Baptist,  and  ob- 
tained the  Aarouic  Priesthood  under  his 
hands.  At  the  same  age  Peter,  James 
and  John  came  and  laid  their  hands 
upon  his  head,  bestowing  the  keys  of  the 
liingdom  of  God,  which  they  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Savior  over  1800  years 
before.  He  also  heard  the  voice  of 
Michael.  In  his  25th  year  he  organ- 
ized the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints,  and  thus  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  a  work  so  great  that  it  will 
yet  till  the  earth.  When  31  years  old 
he  had  founded  and  builded  a  temple  to 
the  Lord,  and  in  it  had  seen  the  Savior, 
Moses,  Elias,  Elijah  and  other  ancient 
Prophets  of  the  living  God.  He  selected 
the  Temple  of  four  Temples  of  the  Lord, 
saw  one  completed  and  another  well  ou 
its  way  before  his  martyrdom.  Before  he 
was  35  years  of  age  he  had  been  the 
prime  mover  in  laying  the  foundation 
and  helping  to  build  several  important 
towns  iu  the  travels  of  the  Saints.  At 
37  he  organized  a  militia,  was  in  it  as 
lieutenant-general,  established  a  uuiver- 
sity  of  learning,  set  on  foot  the  gather- 
ing of  Israel  previous  to  this  and  before 
his  assassination,  saw  thousands  gath- 
ered from  various  states  of  the  Union, 
Canada  and  Great  Britain.  He  died  a 
martyr  at  39,  haviug  received  in  his  life- 
time over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
revelations  from  God,  which  he  caused 
to  be  written,  besides  the  volumes  of 
unwritten  inspiration  which  found  their 
expression  in  prophecy,  healinj^  the  sick, 
casting  out  devils,  interpreting  tongues 
and  translating  the  Scriptures  of  Divine 
Truth.  His  prophecies  are  many,  both 
written  and  unwritten.  Many  have  been 
filled,  none  have  failed,  and  when  the 
wheels  of  time  shall  bring  the  remainder 
due.  every  jot  and  tittle  shall  be  ful- 
filled, for  it  was  God  who  spake  through 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  He  loved 
his  God,  his  religion,  his  country,  and  all 
mankind.  For  them  he  lived  and  suf- 
fered. For  them  he  died,  and  future 
generations,  when  the  cobwebs  of  sec- 
tarian ignorance,  bigotry  and  prejudice 
with  "the  refuse  of  lies  shall  have  been 
swept  away,"  will  do  him  justice,  and 
acknowledge  him  under  God  as  being  a 
statesman,  a  philosopher,  a  philauthro 
pist,  a  colonizer,  an  educator,  a  iiioncer, 
and  indeed  a  mighty  Prophet  of  the  liv- 
ing God.  Well  did  Josiah  Quin<y,  the 
historian,  a  non-Mormon,  say  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  whom  he  visited 
at  Nauvoo  May  1.5th,  1844:  "It  is  by 
no  means  improbable  that  some  future 
text  book,  for  the  use  of  generations  yet 
unborn,  will  contain  a  (luestiou  some- 
thing like  this:  'What  historical  Amer- 
ican of  the  nineteenth  century  has  exert- 
ed the  most  powerful  iuHucuce  upon  the 
destinies  of  his  countrymen  V  and  it  is  by 
no  means  impossible  that  the  answer  to 
that  interrogator.v  may  be  thus  written: 
'Joseph  Smith,  the  Mormon  Prophet.'  " 
— Josiah  Quincy's  Figures  of  the  Past. 

It  is  folly  in  the  extreme  for  persons 
to  say  that  they  love  God,  when  they 
do  not  love  their  brethren. — Brigham 
Young. 

Small  tanks  of  pure  oxygen,  to  be  used  for 
resusclt.itmg  persons  overcome  by  smoke 
or  gas.  have  been  suggested  as  vart  of 
the  desirable  equipment  of  hook  and  lad- 
der  trucks  going  to  fires. 


Father— History  repeats  Itseif. 
Son— It  don't  In  onr  school.   They  make  us 
kids  do  It.— Jnflise. 


THE  DARK  AGES. 


IIY    KLDEK    A.    AUUUWSMITH. 

(Continued  from  page  42.) 

THE  SIXTH  CENTURY  dawned 
upon  (he  world,  filled  with  ecclesiastical 
error;  the  priesthood  that  God  had  used 
in  the  establishment  of  His  work  was 
taken  from  the  earth  iu  this  century; 
the  year  570  saw  the  remnant  driven  off 
the  earth;  they  had  been  lingering  in  a 
dying  condition  hidden  in  the  catacombs 
of  Home  for  many  years.  When  the 
Pontiff  of  Kome  sat  iu  regal  splendor  iu 
the  temple  of  God,  and  exalted  himself 
above  all  that  is  called  God,  or  that  is 
worshipped;  so  that  he  as  God  showed 
himself  that  he  was  God,  it  looked  as  if 
the  man  of  sin  was  fully  manifest  in  the 
Hesh,  and  that  Lucifer  governed  the  chil- 
dren of  men;  aud  it  was  high  time  for 
the  Lord  to  remove  His  government,  as 
the  world  did  not  want  it;  aud  the  proph- 
ecies of  tlie  Ancients  needed  fulfillment, 
as  not  one  jot  nor  tittle  of  God's  word 
shall  pass  unfulfilled,  aud  the  Age  of 
Darkness  had  to  come,  which  would  ex- 
tend uutil  time,  times,  and  a  half  of 
time,  or  1260  years  had  passed. 

The  system  extant  in  this  century  was 
but  a  form  of  godliness,  without  the 
power  and  inspiring  influence  character- 
istic of  the  primitive  Saints  in  the  days 
of  the  Apostles;  and  the  world  was  fol- 
lowing after  delusive  spirits,  adopting  er- 
ror on  every  hand,  manufacturing  relig- 
ious rites  based  on  the  fabrications  of  a 
corrupt  and  degentrate  priesthood.  Dis- 
putes continued  as  to  the  supremacy  of 
the  Bishops  of  Rome  and  Constantino- 
ple, aud  in  their  various  discussions,  one, 
^juiodius,  declared  the  Bishop  of  Rome 
a  judge  iu  the  place  of  God;  which  he 
filled  as  the  vicegerent  of  the  Most  High. 
And  from  this  has  grown  a  system  of 
man  worship  and  reverence  for  departed 
Saints,  that  can  only  be  compared  to  the 
grossest  idolatry. 

The  Pope  of  Rome  today  is  looked 
upon  as  an  infallible  being,  an  encycli- 
cal being  issued  to  that  effect;  and  as 
for  the  worship  aud  reverence  he  re- 
ceives, one  only  need  look  at  the  Cath- 
olic world  today,  who  bow  with  awe  to 
their  honored  Pontiff.  One  of  the  great- 
est dignitaries  in  England,  a  Roman 
Catholic,  a  royal  duke  (this  is  generally 
accepted  as  true),  has  spent  thousands 
of  dollars  for  the  privilege  of  kissing  the 
feet  of  the  present  Pope,  also  that  his 
children  may  be  born  physically  perfect, 
aud  honored  heirs  to  his  dukedom; 
(strange  to  say,  these  children  are  all 
deformed,   blind   and   idiotic.) 

In  this  century  remission  of  sins  could 
be  obtained  by  purchase,  and  it  was  but 
necessary  to  be  liberal  to  the  churches 
and  monasteries  to  get  the  prayers  of  de- 
parted Saints.  Monasteries  had  grown 
and  increased  until  they  overran  the 
whole  east  and  west  of  the  empire,  aud 
the  world  was  full  of  profligate  monks, 
who  were  too  lazy  to  work.  At  this 
time  men  were  considered  Saints,  who 
bore  the  useless  hardships  of  hunger, 
thirst  and  inclement  seasons,  starving 
themselves  with  the  greatest  steadfast- 
ness and  per.severauce,  and  many  ran 
about  the  country  like  madmen,  in  tat- 
tered garments,  and  sometimes  half 
naked;  others  shut  themselves  up  in  a 
narrow  space,  where  they  would  continue 
motionless,  standing  for  a  long  time  in 
certain  postures,  with  their  eyes  closed, 
with  the  enthusiastic  expectation  of  di- 
vine light.  All  the  above  was  consid- 
ered saintlike  and  glorious  at  this  time, 
and  the  more  a  man  departed  from  the 


dictates   of   reason    and   common    sense, 

aud  <'ounterfeited  the  wild  gestures  aud 
the  incoherent  conduct  of  an  iiliot  or  lu- 
nalic,  the  more  sure  was  his  prospect  of 
obtaining  an  eminent  rank  among  the 
heroes  aud  demi-gods  of  a  cori'upt  anil 
degenerate   church. 

Britain,  which  today  is  one  cif  the  cen- 
ters of  civilization,  was  in  a  degrade<l 
aud  barbaric  condition  at  this  time,  ex- 
hibiting a  very  low  state  of  I'ivilization 
prior  to  its  occupancy  by  the  Roman  sol- 
dier, and  its  religion  had  been  a  mi.xlure 
of  idolaterous  rites  and  suiii'istitioiis, 
which  the  Romans  cared  nothing  aliout, 
and  the  Britains  remained  unmolested 
in  their  worship  up  to  this  century.  The 
Romans  had  built  up  the  country,  and 
introduced  a  variety  of  civilization,  mak- 
ing roads,  building  cities,  uutil  the  an- 
cient Britain  assumed  an  air  of  semi- 
civilization. 

In  the  year  596  Gregory  the  great,  the 
I'ontiff  of  Rome,  who  was  certainly  great 
iu  his  sphere,  sent  Augustine,  with  forty 
monks,  into  Britain,  where  they  were 
received  with  open  arms  by  Ethelbert, 
the  king,  who  favored  the  new  religion, 
and  became  Christian;  in  consequence 
the  Church  became  popular  and  strong  in 
England. 

All  that  Christianity  demanded  of  her 
converts  at  this  time  was  to  refrain  from 
paying  homage  to  their  statues;  and  in 
return  pay  the  same  honor  and  esteem 
to  the  statues  of  Christ  and  the  Saints; 
which  was  but  a  new  form  of  idolatry. 
It  was  an  easy  thing  for  those  savages  to 
transfer  their  affection  from  one  idol  to 
another,  therefore  their  easy  adoption  of 
the  absurdities  introduced  by  the  Priest- 
hood of  Rome. 

I  would  like  to  digress  here,  and  say 
for  the  benefit  of  my  readers,  who  I 
hope  are  full  of  charity  for  their  breth- 
ren, the  Roman  Catholics,  that  the 
forms,  ceremonies,  incense,  gorgeous 
robes,  mitres,  wax  tapers,  processions, 
lustrations,  images,  and  so  forth,  that 
are  seen  today,  have  been  handed  down 
from  Paganism;  and  we  are  not  fighting 
Catholicism,  but  error,  in  every  form, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  know  from  whence 
these  errors  came;  but  we  must  not  think 
that  tbese  crosses  and  iniages  which  are 
so  revered  are  worshipped.  The  devout 
Catholic  but  uses  these  things  as  sym- 
bols, and  there  are  many  noble  men  and 
women  in  that  great  church  who  would 
sacrifice  their  all  aiul  seek  seclusicm  from 
a  sinful  world,  in  the  mnnastery  and 
nunnery,  devoting  money,  time  and  tal- 
ents, fasting  and  praying  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  children  of  men,  firmly  believ- 
ing they  are  serving  (rod  in  so  doing; 
and  although  we  may  consider  them  fa- 
natical aud  wrong,  we  must  beware,  aiul 
not  overlook  the  fact  that  they  are  breth- 
ren, who  have  a  right  to  worship,  who, 
where  or  what  they  please.  Aud  un- 
doubtedly then'  have  been  man.v  thou- 
sands of  good,  honest,  faithful  Roman 
Catholics,  who  have  been  just  as  honest 
in  their  views  as  was  Paul,  before  his 
conversion;  and  we  must  have  charity. 
We  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  the 
condition  of  the  Christian  church  through 
all  the  Dark  Ages  has  remained  un- 
changed; the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the 
sixth  century  are  identical  with  the 
church  toda.v;  and  it  is  considered  one 
of  the  strongest  arguments  put  forth  by 
that  church,  that  it  has  passed  through 
these  many  centuries,  unchanged,  intact, 
with  an  unbroken  succession  of  Popes 
who  claimed  authority  from  Peter  (who 
they  say  was  the  first  Bishop  of  Rome. 

This   article,    which    is   largely   drawn 
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from  Mosheim,  who  is  considered  the 
mrpst  ipliablo  and  unbiased  historian, 
shows  in  pari  hciw  lliose  various  iunova- 
lioiis  crept  into  the  Cliristian  ehun-li.  and 
was  ailoiilcil  at  an  early  day,  and  liow 
liually  llie  pure  and  unailulterated  relig- 
ion of  .lesns  was  overthrown  entirely  l)y 
the  frreal  Heasl,  vvhieli  is  lernu'd  by  .lolin 
as  the  .Mother  of  llarhits,  who  controlled 
I  he  whole  earth;  whose  inlnibitants  were 
iTiaile  to  drink  of  the  wrath  ot  her  forni- 
I'alions. 

This  (bV'ression  I  think  excusable,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  Ironi  this  lime  until 
the  sixteenlh  century,  when  Luther  re- 
belled, we  deal  entirely  with  a  meager 
history  of  that  great  power,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  .\nd  it  is  with  a  de- 
sire to  slate  nothing  but  incontraverlible 
historical  facts  that  I  enter  into  this 
work;  to  be  charitable  and  fair,  realizing 
that  wi-ong  impressions  have  gone  out, 
and  erroneous  reports  circulated  about 
all  religions;  also  that  many  persecutions 
h.-ive  been  heaped  upon  the  Catholics  as 
well  as  I'rotcstants,  believing  that  many 
martyrs  have  been  identified  with  every 
faith,  Jn-avely  withstanding  the  rack,  the 
tire,  and  the  variety  of  torments,  with  a 
fervent  and  zealous  belief  that  they  were 
serving  God.  Xoble  men  and  women, 
armies  of  martyrs,  have  had  their  blood 
shed  for  their  religious  convictions;  and 
however  wrong  the  cause  represented, 
they  have  been  honest  and  sincere,  and 
God  will  honor  them  for  their  integrity, 
as  they  have  manifested  to  the  utmost 
the  light  and  talent  they  possessed. 

I  have  lived  in  Catholic  Ireland,  in  the 
town  of  Athlone,  and  became  well  ac- 
quainted with  Catholicism,  as  it  was 
brought  to  my  notice.  And  after  much 
travel  and  study,  I  am  obliged  to  con- 
fess that  I  have  never  met  purer  and 
more  virtuous  people  than  the  devout 
Catholic  from  a  moral  standpoint;  their 
honor,  reverence  and  devotion  to  their 
Priesthood  are  truly  commendable;  and 
amid  all  the  ignorance,  and  gross  dark- 
ness and  error  that  lill  their  minds,  we 
can  find  many  beautiful  traits  of  char- 
acter; and  we  are  compelled  to  say  with 
Shakespeare,  that  "There  is  good  in  all 
things  evil,  could  men  but  observingly 
distil  it  out."  In  the  sixth  century  lived 
Dionysius  Exiguus,  who,  in  the  year  530, 
gave  us  the  vulgar  era,  or  helped  to 
cliange  times  and  laws;  our  reckoning 
today  is  based  on  the  knowledge  of  Dio- 
nysius, who  was  a  renowned  and  learned 
man. 

The  Sacrament  was  changed  by  Greg- 
ory the  great  into  a  grand  ceremony,  and 
it  was  elevated  so  that  the  populace 
might  gaze  upon  it  with  adoration;  it 
was  also  changed  in  its  administration, 
and  held  in  great  awe  by  superstitious 
people,  who  believed  in  trans-substantia- 
tion, that  the  emblems  of  the  body  of 
Christ  were  actually  transformed  into 
His  flesh  and^  blood  by  the  ungodly  ritual. 
(To  be  continued.) 


•I.  .1.  Christian,  author  of  "Immersion 
the  Act  of  Christian  Baptism,"  says: 
"Dr.  AV.  D.  Powell,  of  Mexico,  recently 
wrote  from  Athens,  Greece,  as  follows: 
I  found  that  all  churches  in  Greece, 
Presbyterian  included,  are  compelled  to 
immerse  candidates  for  baptism,  for.  as 
one  of  the  professors  remarked,  the  com- 
monest day  laborer  understands  nothing 
else  for  baptism  but  immersion.  I  vis- 
ited the  university  and  saw  the  magnifi- 
cent library  and  museum.  I  asked  the 
professor  what  baptism  meant,  and  he 
said:  It  has  but  one  meaning,  to  sub- 
merge, to  immerse.  "Why  do  you  ask?— 
Register-Review,   Oct.  8,   1898. 


History  of  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

iContinucd    from    page   53.) 

Aug.  1,  181)4. 

Kroni  North  Carolina  Prcsid<-nl  Kim- 
ball went  lo  South  Carolina,  where  a 
very  successful  conference  was  held.  He- 
fore  leaving  the  slate  he  and  Elder  \V. 
(t.  Patrick  visited  Gov.  Tillman  and 
were  assured  by  him  that  all  should  en- 
joy Iheir  rights  as  Anu'rican  citizens  in 
the  state  of  South  Carolina.  Wonderful 
development  is  being  niailc  by  the  Eldi^rs 
in  following  the  inslruclioiis  given  by  .J. 
Golden  Kimball  just  piior  to  his  release 
from  the  Presidency  of  the  Southern 
States   Mission. 

Several  of  the  <'onfereiices  report  sick- 
ness among  the  Elders. 

Septentber — 

President  Kimball  left  Chattanooga  on 
the  morning  train  to  attend  the  Miildle 
Tennessee  ami  Kentucky  Conferences. 
He  was  attacked  with  a  very  distressing 
ailment,  also  with  the  chills  and  fever, 
and  only  with  much  dilliculty  and  exer- 
tion was  he  enabled  to  attend  the  Con- 
ference. The  Middle  Tennessee  Confer- 
ence was  held  at  Spencer,  Van  Buren 
county,  in  the  Methodist  church,  which 
was  kindly  offered  by  .J.  R.  Baldwin,  the 
head  Elder  of  that  church  in  that   district. 

A  very  intelligent  congregation,  includ- 
ing the  President  and  professors  of  the 
college  located  at  Spencer,  assembled  to 
hear  "Mormonism"  discussed.  All  were 
deeply  impressed  with  the  discourses  de- 
livered, and  agreed  that  the  "despised 
creed"  had  been  much  misrepresented. 

Mrs.  Hill,  a  grand  niece  of  Sidney  Rig- 
don,  a  very  intelligent  and  well  informed 
lady,  attended  the  meetings.  She  was 
very  entertaining  and  kind  to  the  Elders. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  conference  the 
Elders' presented  her  with  a  beautifully 
bound  copy  of  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
which  she  accepted  as  a  "choice  gift." 
Elders  Heber  C.  Iverson  and  W.  W. 
Beau  were  invited  to  participate  in  the 
commencement  exercises  of  the  college. 
Such  hospitality  is  so  seldom  manifest 
toward  the  "Mormon"  Elders  that  this 
particular  demonstration  is  doubly  appre- 
ciated. 

The  Kentucky  conference  was  held 
Sept.  I.')  and  Ifi.  A  splendid  conference 
was  held  and  much  appreciated  both  by 
Elders  and  Saints. 

East  Tennessee  Conference  was  held 
Sept.  22d  and  23d  near  Jonesboro.  All 
enjoyed  themselves  very  much.  An  in- 
teresting incident  connected  with  the 
conference  was  in  the  act  of  a  lady  and 
her  son-in-law,  who  walked  twenty 
miles,  carrying  a  5-ycar-old  child,  that 
they  might  be  present  at  the  meeting  and 
be  baptized. 

The  Xorth  Alabama  Conference  was 
not  so  peaceful  as  other  Conferences  at- 
tended thus  far.  It  was  apparent  that 
some  of  the  people  in  this  locality  were 
very  bitter,  as  was  later  demonstrated 
by  their  actions.  The  warehouse  in 
which  the  meetings  were  to  be  held  was 
burne<l.  and  the  hatred  of  the  people  was 
otherwise  manifested  before  the  Elders 
left.  Sunday  evening  a  gentleman  came 
and  informed  Presiilent  Kimball  that  a 
mob  of  one  hundred  men  had  formed  to 
drive  the  Elders  out.  lie  was  informed, 
as  was  the  people,  that  Gov.  .Tones  and 
the  district  judge  had  assured  President 
Kimball  that  they  would  put  down  mob 
violence  and  punish  the  guilty  parties. 
Whether  or  not  this  quieted  the  mob  we 
do  not  know:  however,  they  did  not  come 
to  do  any  harm.  Some  sickness  is  re- 
ported among  the  Elders. 


October- 
Conference  in  Mississippi  was  held  at 
('hina  (!rove.  Pike  county.  About  sev- 
enty-live, including  Elders,  attended. 
The  sulije<t  of  tithing  was  explained  at 
this   coiil'cicnce. 

The  South  Alabama  conference  was 
the  next  to  be  held.  It  convened  near 
Westville,  Holmes  couiily,  and  was  well 
attended. 

About  2  o'clock  |i.ni.  on  the  21st  a 
telegram  was  received  at  the  ollice  from 
Elder  .\(lelbert  Key,  staling  that  Elder 
Hyrum  ('arter  was  very  ill.  I'residiiil 
Kimball  wired  to  him  to  lake  Brother 
('artel'  to  Seneca,  S.  C  and  he  would 
meet  them  there.  Pres.  Kimball  left  at 
once  for  Seneca.  Upon  arriving  there 
he  received  another  telegram  to  the  ef- 
fect that  Elder  ('arter  was  dying.  Broth- 
er Stokes  w.is  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
I'resident  Kimball.  Ho  informed  Pres- 
ident Kimball  that  Elder  Carter  had 
died  at  12:30  a.m.  cm  the  22d.  He  died 
at  Brother  Tolils",  eight  miles  south  ot 
Foreston,  at  a  place  called  .Tordan.  Ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Wilson,  who  attended 
Brother  (carter,  death  resulted  from  ma- 
larial chills.  I'reparations  were  made 
and  the  body  removed  to  Columbia, 
where  it  was  embalmed  and  placed  in  a 
casket  preparatory  to  being  shipped 
west.  President  Kimball  accompanied 
the  body  as  far  as  Salt  Lake  City, 
where  .1.  Golden  Kimball  took  charge 
and  accompanied  the  corpse  to  Morgan 
City,  where  it  was  interred. 

Of  Elder  Carter  it  can  be  truly  said 
that  he  passed  from  this  sphere  of  ac- 
tion leaving  behind  him  the  record  of 
a  life  well  spent  in  the  blaster's  work. 

November — 

This  month  opens  with  fine  prospects 
for  a  continuation  of  conversions  and 
baptisms,  which  have  been  particularly 
noticeable  the.  last  two  months. 

The  only  evidence  of  the  mob  spirit 
since  the  affair  at  Colfax,  N.  C,  oc- 
curred in  the  North  Alabama  Confer- 
ence. A  mob  of  fifteen  men  visited  El- 
ders Brinkerhoff  and  Stephen  A.  Smith 
and  warned  them  to  leave  the  country, 
as  they  did  not  want  to  hear  them.  The 
mob  became  so  demonstrative  that  the 
Elders  finally  left  the  neighborhoixl. 

The  promise  made  by  President 
Wooilruff,  at  the  dedication  of  the  Salt 
Lake  Temple,  is  being  realized  through- 
out the  Mission.  Elders  arc  receiving 
but  very  little  persecution. 

The  Elders  in  Kentucky  were  chal- 
lenged by  a  Christian  preacher  to  de- 
bate. Elder  F.  C.  Johnson  was  chosen 
to  champion  "Mormonism."  He  did  it 
so  ably  that  the  preacher,  smarting  un- 
der the  burilen  of  defeat,  canvassed  the 
surrounding  country,  preaching  wher- 
ever he  could  against  the  "Mormons." 
This  case  vindicates  the  value  of  the  in- 
structions received,  not  to  debate,  be- 
cause no  good  comes  from  it. 
(To  be  Continued.) 

DIED, 

At  Bozarth,  DeKalb  county,  Tenn., 
.Tan.   11.   1000.   Sister   .\manda   Kilgrow. 

De<'cased  was  ."lO  years  of  age.  and  had 
been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church 
of  .Tesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
since  18114. 

She  had  been  a  patient  sufferer  from 
some  kind  of  lung  trouble  for  the  past 
year. 

Sister  Kilgrow  leaves  a  husband,  six 
children  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn 
her  loss,  among  the  latter  many  "Mor- 
mon" Elders,  to  whom  she  has  espe- 
cialy  endeared  herself  by  her  many  acts 
of  kindness.  Elder  Emery  Bernis. 
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ABSTRACTS  FROM  CORRESPONDENCE 


Sister  Martha  Crutcher  writes  to  us 
from  Kentucky,  relating  a  case  of  heal- 
ing. Her  nephew  had  for  a  long  time 
been  afflicted  with  what  the  doctors 
called  cancer.  For  four  months  they  at- 
tended the  child,  applying  every  known 
remedy  to  them  for  this  particular  dis- 
ease. At  the  end  of  this  time  they  in- 
formed the  father  of  the  child  that  the 
■  cancer  was  iincurable.  At  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  Sister  Crutcher,  her  broth- 
er reqiiested  Elders  Thurber  and  Davies 
to  annoint  the  child  and  pray  for  his  re- 
covery. They  did  so,  and  to  quote  the 
words  of  Sister  Crutcher,  "The  child  is 
entirely  well;  I  saw  him  Sunday."  Ev- 
ery week  we  have  many  such  letters  re- 
lating how  the  power  of  God  has  been 
manifest,  and  yet  people  (Christians?) 
say  "Signs  are  done  away." 


Elder  R.  L.  Shepherd  informs  us  that, 
as  in  the  days  of  .Jesus  the  "  chief 
Priests"  put  them  out  of  their  syna- 
gogues because  they  dared  to  preach  the 
pure  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  and 
Elder  .Joseph  A.  Wright  attended  church 
at  Brooktield,  Ohio,  and  requested  the 
gentlemen  in  charge  of  the  church  to 
allow  them  the  privilege  to  preach  in 
their  church;  The  Elders  were  request- 
ed to  step  out  while  the  question  was 
discussed.  They  did  not  get  the  church 
and  were  answered  in  a  manner  that  in- 
dicated the  contempt  in  which  these  gen- 
tlemen held  the  Elders.  The  next  day 
Brothers  Wright  and  Shepherd  were  al- 
lowed the  use  of  the  town  hall,  where 
they  held  two  meetings  to  very  appreci- 
ative audiences. 


Elder  O.  M.  Sauderson,  who  presided 
in  the  Middle  Tennessee  Conference  in 
1895  and  1890,  now  attending  the  Brig- 
ham  Young  Academy  at  Provo,  Utah, 
writes  of  his  pleasant  experience  with 
the  people  while  in  the  missionary  Held, 
and  says:  "I  often  sit  in  solitary  re- 
flection before  my  fireside  and  think  of 
their  goodness,  of  their  kindness  and 
charity.  Ivindly  indeed  is  my  esteem  for 
them,  and  I  trust  that  the  friendship 
formed  will  bud,  blossom  and  bear  fruit 
through  time  and  eternity. 


RELEASES. 

The  following  brethren  have  been  hon- 
orably released  to  return  home: 
H.  Baird. 
.J.  T.  Heninger. 
J.  Farr. 


Do  not  save  the  loving  speeches 
For  your  friends  'till  they  are  dead; 

Do  not  write  them  on  the  tombstone 
Speak  them  rather  now,   instead. 


Where  He  Stands. 

Deseret    Evening   News. 

from   Thatcher,    Arizona.      It   was   writ- 

We  have  received  the  following  letter 
ten  to  Elder  Andrew  Kimball  by  Hon.  J. 
F.  Wilson,  delegate  in  congress  from  Ari- 
zona. The  views  he  expresses  are  those 
of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  unfortunate,  of  course,  that 
they  are  not  in  harmony  with  those  of 
the  organ  of  the  anti-Mormon  crusade  in 
this  city,  but  then,  even  great  minds 
sometimes  differ  on  important  subjects. 
The  people  of  Arizona  will,  doubtless,  be 
pleased  to  know  where  their  delegate 
stands  on  a  weighty  constitutional  ques- 
tion: 

"House  of  Representatives, 
Washington  D.  C,  Dec.  7th,  1899. 
Rev.    Andrew    Kimball,    Thatcher,    Ari- 
zona: 

"My  Dear  Sir — Yours  of  November 
30th,  replying  to  my  inquiry  of  the  26th 
ult.  in  the  Roberts  matter,  came  to  hand 
yesterday. 

"In  reply  I  desire  to  say  to  you,  that 
I  had  niiide  up  my  mind  to  stand  by  the 
constitutional  provision,  which  I  think 
regulates  the  subject  in  hand,  and,  if  car- 
ried out  would  have  admitted  Mr.  Rob- 
erts to  the  floor  as  a  member. 

"After  looking  into  the  matter,  I  be- 
came, thoroughly  convinced  that  if  Rob- 
erts was  not  admitted  to  be  sworn  in, 
the  constitution  would  be  walked  over, 
and  a  precedent  made  that  would  be 
freighted  with  dangers  to  sui'h  degree 
that  we  will  never  be  out  of  its  reach. 

"I  did  what  I  could  to  prevent  what 
I  deem  an  outrage  upon  constitutional 
regulation,  that  is,  to  stop;  if  I  could  in 
any  way.  the  crusade  or  the  effect  of  the 
crusade,  in  preventing  Roberts  from  be- 
ing sworn  as  a  member,  but  it  was  of  no 
avail. 

"They  will  not  permit  him  to  be  sworn 
in,  and  therefore  will  not  permit  the 
sovereign  state  of  Utah  to  be  represent- 
ed upon  the  floor  until  they  have  tried 
the  case,  so  to  speak,  or  at  least  tried 
the  question  of  fact  involved  in  the  .ll- 
legations  of  Tayler  of  Ohio. 

"My  life-long  friend,  Dinsmore  of  Ai'- 
kansas,  and  an  old  member  hexe,  took 
my  view  of  it.  He  advocated  it  upon 
the  floor.  Richardson  of  Tennessee,  the 
leader  of  the  democrats  in  the  house, 
made  an  able  defense  of  the  position,  but 
it  was  all  like  pouring  water  on  a  duck's 
back.  It  was  unheeded.  Members  on 
our  side  voted  against  the  swearing  of 
Roberts  through  fear  of  their  constituen- 
cy. Petitions.  seveJi  million  strong, 
teemed  in,  and  fanaticism  has  prevailed. 

"I  look  upon  the  result  with  the  deep- 
est of  solicitude  and  grave  alarm.  I 
feel  that  the  ri.ghts  of  the  sovereign  state 
of  T^tah  have  been  trampled  under  foot 
by  the  flaming,  fanatical  passion  of  the 
hour. 

"I  say  now,  as  I  have  said  to  members 
in  as  strong  language  as  I  could  con- 
trol, that  before  I  would  surrender  my 
own  convictions  upon  the  legal  questions 
involved,  and  as  it  follows  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  law,   and  to  the   sovereign 


rights  of  a  state,  I  would  surrender  my 
commission,  resign  my  position,  and  go 
home  tomorrow.  And  this  is  putting  it 
mild  when  compared  to  the  feelings  I 
bear  on  the  subject  just  passed  over. 

"What  is  to  come  and  be  reported  as 
a  finding  of  fact  by  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  investigation,  can  hardly  be 
foretold,  but  if  the  crusade  that  is  now 
on,  has  anything  like  the  influence,  on 
that  proceeding  that  it  has  had  upon 
the  proceedings  just  passed,  it  may  well 
be  imagined.  To  this,  I  protest  always 
and  everywhere.  It  is  all  I  may  be  able 
to  do,  but  it  shall  be  done  with  all  the 
earnestness  I  can  command. 

"Wishing  for  the  best,  and  fearing  the 
worst,  I  am 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  F.  WILSON." 


Polygamy  and  Unlawful   Cohabitation. 

The  following  statements,  made  by 
President  Uorenzo  Snow,  we  hope,  will 
suffice  to  explain  the  attitude,  of  the 
Church  on  the  much  discussed  subject 
of  polygamy  and  unlawful  cohabitation: 

"From  the  reading  of  the  various  edi- 
torials and  articles  of  the  public  press 
it  is  evident  that  there  is  much  miscon- 
struction and  misunderstanding  as  to 
the  present  attitude  of  the  Church  re- 
specting the  subjects  of  polygamy  and 
that  many  good  and  conscientious  peo- 
ple have  been  misled  and  much  adverse 
criticism  occasioned  thereby,  I  feel  it 
but  just  to  both  'Mormons'  and  non- 
'Mormons'  to  state  that,  in  accordance 
with  the  manifesto  of  the  late  President 
Wilford  Woodruff,  dated  September 
25th.  1890,  which  was  presented  to  and 
unanimously  accepted  by  our  general 
conference  on  the  6th  of  October.  1S90, 
the  Church  has  positively  abandoned  the 
practice  of  polygamy,  or  the  solemniza- 
tion of  plural  marriages,  in  this  and 
every  other  state,  and  that  no  member 
or  officer  thereof  has  any  authority  what- 
ever to  perform  a  plural  marriage  or  en- 
ter into  such  a  relation.  Nor  does  the 
Church  advise  or  encourage  unlawful 
cohabitation  on  the  part  of  any  of  its 
members.  If.  therefore,  any  member  di.s- 
obeys  the  law.  either  as  to  polygamy  or 
(inlawful  coliabitation,  he  must  bear  his 
own  burden;  or  in  other  words,  be  an- 
swerable to  the  tribimals  of  the  land 
for  his  own   action  pertaining  thereto. 

"With  a  sincere  desire  that  the  posi- 
tion of  our  Church  as  to  polygamy  and 
unlawful  cohabitation  may  be  better  un- 
derstood, and  with  best  wishes  for  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  all.  this  state- 
ment is  made,  and  is  respectively  com- 
mended to  the  careful  consi'deration  of 
the  public  generally. 

"LORENZO  SNOW. 
"President  of  tlie  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 

of  Latter  Day   Saints. 


"The  drying  up  a  sin.gle  tear  has  more 
Of   honest   fame  than   shedding   seas   of 
gore." 

— Byron. 


